II                                          OF   COPPERSMITHING.

ART, OR  LIGHT   COPPERSMITHING.

The brazier's art, or the working- of light sheet-copper into vessels
for                     articles for ornamental purposes, must have
the                of          from the earliest periods of his civilization, for
the              art treasures in the  British   Museum  in London
be                   very         and  interesting"  specimens   of Oriental
illustrating vividly  to a practical  eye the skill  and ingenuity
been exercised by the primitive craftsmen in the porcine-
of armor, cooking utensils, lamps, vases, and a great variety of
for               adornment taken from the tombs of aacient Egypt,
and various parts of India and other places.   Judging from
preservation           the beautiful \vork displayed on them
played an important part in Illustrating the exalted post-
by their prehistoric owners, as well as the social standing of
the artist.   It would           that for thousands of years  this  ancient
has         handed down from father to son, and even to-day
of the arts connected with special branches of brazing are as
kept secret with the craft as they were at the
very           of its development.  One of the most imperative injunc-
tions               by the writer from his father was to faithfully guard
Ills                  from the scrutiny of prying eyes, it having" descended
to                    a long1 line of ancestors for many generations, who liad
plied their craft with irarious degrees of proficiency, thus maintaining
their respectability        Independence to an honorable old age, in evi-
dence of which In Canterbury,  England, four years  ago one of his
yet be seen working at the brazier's bench at the ad-
vanced age of 87 years.    But haying been imbued with more literal
by             in contact with         feeling- my Indebtedness to
whom we are compelled to borrow more or         I
to waive the injunction received in childhood for the
of                 arc          Interested.   I will now try to describe t
In an old country town, together with the tools
and                             in the art of brazlery as 1 can recall to
to           as far as practicable the learner to become
#